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instead. We on the other hand gave up spinning and partly weav-
ing and had nothing else to occupy the time thus left vacant.
For KathiaWar it is very easy to escape from the economic
catastrophe. Our Princes can encourage the people by personal
example, and induce them to reinstate khadi in their homes and
thus arrest the progress of the ever-deepening poverty of Kathia-
war. In my view the starting of mills and ginning factories in
KathiaWar will not make for the people's prosperity, but will be
in the nature of a disaster. It is not a healthy sign that the middle-
class people are compelled to leave the peninsula in search of
a livelihood. There is no harm if a few enterprising men leave
KathiaWar in search of fortune; but it is shameful and disgrace-
ful for the States that their subjects being reduced to poverty
should feel compelled to leave the country from pure helplessness.
Whenever I have returned to KathiaWar after staying outside
for sometime I have found that the people have been losing instead
of gaining in stamina.
Fortunately the arts of hand-spinning and hand-Weaving
are being revived day by day and the importance of khadi is
being realized. Will not the Princes and Chiefs help this move-
ment ? It will reflect no small credit on them if they educate
the cultivators to stock cotton sufficient for the requirements of
Kathiawar, and spread the use of khadi by wearing it them-
selves. All khadi need not be coarse. The Princes by encouraging
hand-spinning and hand-weaving can revive many arts and crafts
connected with weaving. Royal ladies can spin fine yarn on wheels
artistically painted and adorned with silver bells, get it woven into
fine muslin and deck themselves with it I have personally seen
delicate varieties being woven in Kathiawat. That art has now
nearly died oat. Is it not the special duty of Princes to encourage
such arts?
UHTQUCMAJKLITY
Another extremely important question is that of untouchabi-
lity. The suppressed classes perhaps suffer more in KathiaWar
than in other parts of Greater Gujarat. They are harassed even in
railways. "To succour the distressed is the special mission of Prin-
ces. They are the natural champions of the weak. Will they not
come to the aid of the suppressed classes? Princes live by the
blessings of their subjects. Will they not enrich their own lives by
earning the blessings of the suppressed? The scriptures proclaim
that there is no distinction between a Brahmin and a scavenger.
Both have souk; both have five organs of sense* If they wish, the